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Subject ; Speech by Yevsey Liberman in Rome

Source:

Date: Dec. 21, 1966

Prof. YeVsey Liberman of l'harkiv University came to Rome

Dec. 6, 1966 as part of his tour of Spain and Italy, where he

, held a. number of conferences. In Torino he visited the

Fiat plant.

Rome conference

The conference was sponsored by the Martedi letterari

(Literary Tuesdays) club -- the same group that held an

evening for Yevtushenko. The Eliseo theatre, where it took

place, was almost full. Liberman's topic was L'Economic

Reforms in the US0R".

At the outset, Libe:man stated that there is no truth

to Western reports about Soviet economYlswing towards

capitalism. He defended the "old methods" by saying that they

were required by the times. AfteA' the Second World War,

he said, centralization was necessary in order to rebuild

the country damaged by the war. Today -- more freedom in

planning is required, with a view to profits and the demands

of the market.

The idea of the "market", he said, is not smething

borrowed from capitalism, because it lies at the heart of

the Socialist system. Therefore -- Soviet economy is developing

along the lines of its laws, and leads to Communism.
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But the US')A wants to co-operate with the capitalist

coutries now, among them with Italy, which may be proud of such

first class enterprise as the Piat works.

He ended with a Latin proverb, asking his listeners not

to be insulted by it: "Caeterum cense° Carthaginem delendam esse4"

CAhage in this case means the capitalist system.
1

In his talk Liberman frequently quoted Latest Soviet

production statistics and made comparisons with the estern
,

countries, particularly theA1-44141,10mimmilet, In the last 13 years,

he said,	 boc:n liroducing steel att . i_co the rate of the

"and it is not I who says so, but an American businessman, who

has visited the Soviet Union."

Aeaction to the speech 

Those who heard Liberman were somewhat disapeointed

with his talk. They expected something: a bit more spectacular.

No one took any part in the discussion, with the 	 exception ot

an official of the Italian epublican Party named La Malfa.(?)

Be said he would not ask any question only cumior comment

on the convergence of the two systems: capitalist and comuunist.

Said La Malfa, today the communist system, which until now

centralized all control at the state level-to/tow finds it

necessary to hand over part of the economy to private initiative,

while the capitalist system finds that more government control
&;4-/-

is advantageous. "What's important km/both systems now is what

Prof. Liberman calJed the 'optimal point' -- the right proportion

between the public and the private elements in economy."

LibermaD did not seem to like this statement and kept

insmkisting that the socialist system is superior.
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eersonal Contact 

Aft .?.r the speech Source went to the stage to meet

Liberman, who was in company of the Soviet Embassy officials and

local communists. Source spoke Ukrainian, and Liberman said

he was very pleased to meet a Ukrainian in Italy. He said that

he too speaks Ukrainian (although at the begim . ing of his speech

Liberman said his "native tongue is Russian"), and demonstnated

that he really does speak Ukrainian well.

Source suggested a private meeting at a later date,

but Liberman said his schedule is very tight, and he does not

yet know where he will stay on his return trip to Rome.

He was to have left for Bari early the next morning. Source said

he would call the Soviet Embassy to find out when maatxxit

Liberman would return to Rome and where he would stay.

Source called the Italy—USSR Friendship Society and

learned that L iberman planned to have another "secret meeting"
with the 14)me Communists, but 0ource was unable to attend it

due to ill health.
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Subject:	 P 9 an informal .;athering with Ukr. students ona. Dec 1966
,	 7

L-

Date	 : 21 Deo 1966

inforhl -a herOn: witn t;e visitiog ukrainian	 "II al „.
/ Dec .19ot.).1•	 .	 —

o was huld at tue house of -r. & iir. lialhnchuk resent at

the gatneri!.g were Ukr, st dents froli toe local Colle,es. ido-t o. the dis-

cussion au	 entcred aion,d tne culture of t 	 rino a.d tat of

to un.tt(-d :3t:}.tes.	 ai'e some of .ne points made by eit-er of the two

1) T..	 :ihde tne	 tat the tn,eatre add t,„e Cinem 0 the

Ukrai,e z. !_fe in a very bcl state. his is mainly die to tno faOt tat toe direc-

trs are oi a vry pour caliber	 he not attract any individuals of value

to their stud_:...7,,	 aiso __ntioned t.at tne 	 tneatre and cinema io

n,Anin,; to bra	 oot dn t e otner hands he praiscd t_e Jaanese cinema as

the finest i 6_0 world. ill:, poet also comented tnat it i-u a sorry fact that

a city co tne ose os. ne '1:ofit can on1; , boast of oily one Opera.

2) sn ascd to coL,...eat o.. tne difference bccn his older li'terary
colicuus ud tne	 ,ieneration aUACH 3i..ply explained tat conditions for

lel ! or colic ues were not a!, favorable a- to his generation.

he staued tat his generation of writers is Uoini. ; e';ortninc in its power

to p. s.ut	 fuaoont.ition.
..5) Answering a question reardin existentialisLI DEAOd addbited to beinG

failiar o.tii toe piosoi;hy o_ Satre and ais works. He also stated that he

waoaac(olainted wih tne tnou hUs'Ua,,ius aud was mach at 	 to this manA
aitnou, h he a,_, 1 .J • aA.o to read tnc worn; of t-Jis writer. „le also disclosed

taut l !rcud is n-t 6 ,..aldied in the Ukrinc but ,..vdne iterested in the
ol un:L, man can do rcsearch on his (p .in for his works sun be fo,ind 	 unu lib-

4)	 ,e Joot;	 UdaU eressed a ire/At inUerest in too Ukr io youth Of
y wiLO regard: to toes preserving their itientity*
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A this point the genera2_ rliscussion split into tnoL;roupn. ihe majo-

r'u," ()	 ntui.ntn	 d	 aere th :  conversation centered
O h	 ell-;:.eary ane p1l. rr k.cnl level.

,he s.:urea r.shm-ined witn P.I,ViiYaiLKO and conducted a very varied conver-

witn nim.	 folluuin,; are some pointsmentioned by tke poet.

1) f'AV.OlUUE.s admitted tnat conditions of the Ukr. countr,yfolk in mush

worse thab tnat oi nis c,un_erpartn ih countries such us iJoldnd,
a ht on:_okoscsva. haun	 (lc- to the	 of colect.]Nization.

It ia hi- opinion tat collectiviLAion wilt be done away ;ith er atleast

litt_re. ihe nto, will Irive to realise coh  need fur pri-

vate enter prise since it is becoei	 evident that th.erc	 tingh which it
chn not prJfit--	 nystem of collectivization has a very

bi_1 eect on ,e i'udividuals working in it -h i producen in them a feeling
that tney are producihg goJos not fur themselves but fur other Re.publics

:11 setellites.

2) hns.euing, a question regaruin:; tee possibility of embassies of the
UkSSR, PAVLY0Ak0 admitted that there has been much talk ofthLts amona govern-

falt officials at home and teat there is a stronL; possibility that a consu-
late of the UkSs- ,. ,-y be opened very soon :_- ...41e.re in L;I:tada - •4ost probably
in feronto. 12,enueject pointed out tnht this	 *...; a	 lourtent step

for Ukraine aid everything snould be done tu accomplish this, dowever, he
mentioned that future steps in this direction have to be taken with great care
nO as no9. to loose teat which hua already been done,

a-ked a„.oat; t,..e existence oi a bkc, clique in tLle kremlin the

Subject admitted that he has heard of -such a	 but was unable to provide

svecific flumes, ;:om:aentiag on PODGUid4YY theSueject nhd much praise. According
to nni.4 it 	 hb tha brougth abo,t the celebration 	 ue Ukraine
ih honor oZ Sonevenenko sue -,years a, 0, iUL L 	 ih the oJe responsible

te fact	 .dnC1I sxplus funds flsw i,to the LL:Acline. Incse are used

to repave roads, build now schools or libreurkei preserve cnurc1,Les by turning



teem ieto eueuums, („ec,	 eceaerls to eu.SieT Vita eujeet eieeloned that

hs ' 7 oon	 e fee hend	 &aline; in tee Ukraine. Aoet of hes ueder-

t : deines reeeive erezhnev's reb_er stamp no questions asked. In answering

a eeention reeurdiee centealieed Oudeeting tee nubject stated teat et presedt

tic	 ezis probeble better :or tee Likeaine. At tieee it permits t,e Republic

Co have to ito dispueetioe more fands teen it normally woule eave.

,et	 ie	 a	 H—teeeeee ee:.-/ader !,rther".

Le epe 11:e0 The eteerinr beoke up. Before thane:in, tee hosts for the

oveeeee Lai reeiteu tao poems elle, ree.reYeeey was Leard te nay "we'll meet

e eele ie the Ukelee". After 0(:.p.-:,eig f on the house te,e two 5ujects plit

up: lee;u:ei	 • eeel!and pi.„ArLy alo comieg downtown with the
sourGe upon Leef-i .e of a restaurant serving ieer. food. Alon, the way and at

tee restaurant tee nueject ecept inquiring about the 'Like. youth, eepecially

eith eeeerde to is a aueu. Ke eepreezed tee ereat need Z ,Jr the Ukr. youth

to attain ini• ..h posetions not oely in government but also iudestry and in that

wae ateaeu somothiue for te ULe..caue. In eie opinkon tee sift in the Ukx,

emigre geoup is eeneelees eince it does nothing to attain our coamon goal

weice is free Ueeeeee. He expressed great eeeeleaeere teat tee eke. Church

eie.cercey ie eekeee eedee i n this rift and 	 n true authority in

tue Church today in Cardinal SLIPIJ.

At aeout 2:00 A.Ie. the source walked the Subject to the Astor Pl. IRT

subway station. Upon pertieg the Suejc:ct eepressed the desire to sec the source

aeain. '2he subject meutioned teat he woule be peeeent at a Ukr. presentation

ie the 2.1e2, auditorium on eat. Dec. 1Y.
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